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MOTHERS LOOK 0UT FOR YOUR CHILDREN!
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"I see what will be the effect of it; that it will set the whole world a-gadding. Twenty miles an hour, sir! … Grave plodding citizens will be flying about like comets. … It will encourage flightiness of intellect. Veracious people will turn into the most immeasurable liars. All conceptions will be exaggerated by the magnificent notions of distance.—Only a hundred miles off!—Tut, nonsense, I'll step across, madam, and bring your fan! . . . And then, sir, there will be barrels of pork, cargoes of flour, chaldrons of coal, and even lead and whiskey, and such like sober things that have always been used to slow travelling—whisking away like a sky rocket. It will upset all the gravity of the nation. . . . Upon the whole, sir, it is a pestilential, topsy-turvy, harum-scarum whirligig. Give me the old, solemn, straight forward, regular Dutch Canal—three miles an hour for expresses, and two rod jog-trot journeys—with a yoke of oxen for heavy loads. I go for beasts of burden. It is more formative and scriptural, and suits a moral and religious people better.—None of your hop skip and jump whimsies for me."
From the "Western Sun," of Vincennes, Indiana, July 24, 1830.
I saw today for the first time a railway car. What an object of wonder! How marvelous it is in every particular.  It appears like a thing of life … I can not describe the strange sensation produced on seeing the train of cars come up. And when I started in them it seemed like a dream. 
C. C. Baldwin, 1835

The Age of Progress, Poem, 1860.
http://cprr.org/Museum/Ephemera/The_Age_of_Progress.html

John Gast 1872

Painting: “American Progress”

Railroad statistics: 

In 1817, freight going from Cincinnati, Ohio to New York took 50 days.  By 1852, the same freight took 6 days. For passengers the same trip was cut from 3 weeks to 2 days.  

1818 barrel of western flour cost $2.48 in New York City.  By 1858, it cost 28 cents.

1840: 22 of 26 states had railroad tracks.  2/3 of all track was laid in the North. The South had only 1100 miles of track.

1850: Rail lines crossed the Appalachians.

1860: 30,000 miles of track in the US, more than in the rest of the world combined.

In the forty years before the Civil War, farmers quadrupled the food they produced (they grew four times as much food as they had forty years earlier.)
