Remember that this is not a victory for Negroes alone, but for all Montgomery and the South. Do not boast! Do not brag! 

Integrated Bus Suggestions

The Montgomery Improvement Association

The Rev. M. L. King, Jr., President 

The Rev. W. J. Powell, Secretary 

If cursed, do not curse back. If pushed, do not push back. If struck, do not strike back, but evidence love and goodwill at all times. 

Integrated Bus Suggestions

The Montgomery Improvement Association

The Rev. M. L. King, Jr., President 

The Rev. W. J. Powell, Secretary 
I had to be sure that I had somebody I could win with. 

E. D. Nixon of the NAACP
For the first few days try to get on the bus with a friend in whose non-violence you have confidence. You can uphold one another by glance or prayer. 

Integrated Bus Suggestions

The Montgomery Improvement Association

The Rev. M. L. King, Jr., President 

The Rev. W. J. Powell, Secretary 
I think December 5th is an important date for all of us in the US to remember. The bus protest carried on by the colored people of Montgomery, Alabama, without violence, has been one of the most remarkable achievements of people fighting for their own rights but doing so without bloodshed and with the most remarkable restraint and discipline, that we have ever witnessed in this country. It is something all of us should be extremely proud of for its achievement by Americans which has rarely before been seen. 

Eleanor Roosevelt

Freedom has its life in the heart, the actions, the spirit of men and so it must be daily earned and refreshed - else like a flower cut from its life-giving roots, it will wither and die. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Mrs. Parks, with your permission we can break down segregation on the bus with your case. 

E. D. Nixon of the NAACP

Is it fair to command one man to surrender his constitutional rights, if they are his constitutional rights, in order to prevent another man from committing a crime? 

Federal Judge Rives

May 11, 1956

People wanted to continue that boycott. They had been touched by the persecution, the humiliation,... they voted for it unanimously.

JoAnn Robinson, boycott organizer

Member, the Women's Political Caucus

What's the matter with you people? Here you have been living off the sweat of these washerwomen all these years and you have never done anything for them. Now you have a chance to pay them back, and you're too damn scared to stand on your feet and be counted!  The time has come when you men is going to have to learn to be grown men or scared boys. 

E. D. Nixon of the NAACP

I don't have to get up. I paid my fare, so I don't have to get up.  It's my constitutional right to sit here just as much as that [white] lady.  It's my constitutional right. 

Claudette Colvin to police officer who arrested 

her for not giving up her seat on a bus. March 2, 1955

She insisted she was colored and just as good as whites.

Police officer in court after arresting Claudette Colvin for not giving up her seat. 

March, 1955

I would like [people] to know I was not the only person involved. I was just one of many who fought for freedom.

Rosa Parks, 1996

I knew there was a possibility of being mistreated, but an opportunity was being given to me to do what I had asked of others. 
Rosa Parks, 1996

My feets is tired, but my soul is rested.

Mother Pollard

Elderly boycotter in Montgomery, 1956

At the time I was arrested, I had no idea it would turn into this... It was just a day like any other day. The only thing that made it significant was that the masses of people joined in. 

Rosa Parks

Civil Rights Activist, 1913-2005

The only tired I was, was tired of giving in.

Rosa Parks

Civil Rights Activist, 1913-2005

If you will protest courageously, and yet with dignity and Christian love, when the history books are written in future generations, the historians will have to pause and say, ‘There lived a great people - a black people - who injected new meaning and dignity into the veins of civilization.' This is our challenge and our overwhelming responsibility. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

December 5, 1955

She sat down in order that we might stand up.

Rev. Jesse Jackson, October 2005

One of the most inspiring women of the 20th century

President George Bush, October 2005

Why do you all push us around? 

Rosa Parks

December 1, 1955
If Negroes did not ride the buses, they could not operate. Three-fourths of the riders are Negroes, yet we are arrested, or have to stand over empty seats. If we do not do something to stop these arrests, they will continue. The next time it may be you, or your daughter, or mother. 

Text of leaflet calling for one-day boycott

December 5, 1955
We are, therefore, asking every Negro to stay off the buses Monday in protest of the arrest and trial [of Rosa Parks]. Don't ride the buses to work, to town, to school, or anywhere on Monday. 

Text of leaflet calling for one-day boycott

December 5, 1955

Not all drivers were guilty of such practices. There were some very fine, courteous bus drivers who were kindly disposed and carried out the laws of segregation without offending the riders.  There were good and mean drivers, considerate and hateful ones. And black riders had to cope with both types. 

Joann Robinson

President, Women’s Political Council 

Mayor Gayle, three-quarters of the riders on these public conveyances are Negroes. If Negroes did not patronize them they could not possibly operate.  There has been talk from twenty-five or more local organizations of planning a city-wide boycott of buses.

Joann Robinson in a letter to the mayor of Montgomery, Alabama

May 1954

The driver asked me to move three times. And I refused. I told him, ‘I am not going to move out of my seat. I am not going to move anywhere.  I got the privilege to sit here like anybody else does. 

Mary Louise Smith

October 1955

We walked because it was right and because it was wrong to get on the bus. And it wasn’t easy, either … because sometimes white folks would go by and blow the horn or yell things at us, because they knew what we were a part of, what we were doing.

Bernice Robertson

She and her two sisters, aged 7, 9 and 10, participated in the Boycott

I believe you are Reverend King, aren’t you?  We are glad to have you this morning.
Bus driver to Dr. Martin Luther King, 

December 21, 1956 -381 days after the boycott began

I was the first white person there… I was two minutes late and they were preaching and that audience was on fire.  The preacher would get up and say, ‘Do you want your freedom?’ and they’d say, ‘Yeah, I want my freedom!’ … I’ve never heard singing like that … They were on fire for freedom.

Joe Azbell, Reporter for the Montgomery Advertiser

On the Holt Street Baptist Church meeting, December 5, 1955

The Montgomery boycott was a big thing in a whole lot of people’s lives.  There are hundreds of people who made a contribution. The children coming on behind us ought to know the truth about this. The truth will set you free. 

E. D. Nixon

