The Erie Canal:

Transportation Impacts Life in New York State

	What’s familiar?

Past and Present (me, too!)
	What’s unfamiliar?

Past only (not me!)

	
	

	Summary Statement:


	Summary Statement: 




The Erie Canal
Determining Historical Context from historical non-fiction

Find examples in the text of different literary techniques

	Literary technique for determining historical context
	Example from the book

	The Extended Now and Then Contrast

Contrasts the past with the present (p. 48)

Cue phrases include: 

· In those days

· No one knew

· Back then

· At that time

· By today’s standards

· There was no such thing

· _____ had not been invented yet

· There was no understanding of 

· Other examples:  

	Page 7 “at that time considered a western city.” 

	The Mid-Narrative Jolt
When the author takes time out from the narrative to explain how the past was distinctly different from the present.  

Helps the reader to understand unfamiliar aspects of the past. (p. 51)

	Page 7-8 “hard for us to imagine that 4 mph was ‘high speed’.” 

	The Sensory Description of the Unfamiliar

The five senses are used to create a “vivid, detailed scene that the reader can visualize…” (p. 53)

	Page 8. “Before the canal was built, travelers between Albany and Buffalo endured the trip in bone-rattling, horse drawn wagons that bounced over rough roads…” 

	The Thought Experiment

Provides students with an imaginative and creative way to think about the facts of history.  Encourages tentative thinking by asking students to imagine “what if…” (p. 57)


	p. 16. “Rochester’s citizens must have swelled with pride for many had helped build the canal. 
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Writing a letter to a child who lives along the Erie Canal
Planning Sheet

Who is your letter addressed to? 

· Girl or boy who lived in a town along the Erie Canal

· Girl or boy who lived in Buffalo or Rochester (boom towns)

· Girl or boy who lived in Schenectady or Rome (missed towns)

· Girl or boy who lived and worked on a packet boat

Dear ____________________________,

Paragraph 1: introduce yourself. Consider one or more of these ideas:

· Tell who you are and how you learned about him or her

· Tell what you admire about the person

· Tell something unusual you learned about the person

Paragraph 2: What’s familiar about his or her life? Useful words and phrases:

I understand…



I, too …

Like you, I also…



Another thing that hasn’t changed…


My family also…



similar

You and I both…



same

I agree…




resembles

We both…




alike

Paragraph 3: What’s unfamiliar about his or her life? Useful words and phrases: 

Nowadays…




We no longer…

It might seem odd to you…

Unlike you…

You might be surprised to learn…
different

In my day…




unusual

In your day…



strange

The way I see it…



From my perspective…

Paragraph 4: Final comment: What do I want to say about the Erie Canal?

How I wish you could see…
  
Knowing about your life…

If I could show you…


In the future…

I agree…




It’s hard for me to imagine…

I disagree…




Surprisingly,

Although things have changed since you…, 

Plan the border of your letter. Show what it will look like by making a sketch. 

Sample letter (drawn on information from The Erie Canal p. 96-98) 

Students can illustrate the border of the page. 

Dear Hoggee,


My class of ten year olds and I have been studying about the Erie Canal and what was so special about it back when it first opened.  I like studying about long ago and imagining what life might have been like and how it was different from my life today.  I learned that lots of times young boys, the same age as the children in my class, would be mule drivers as the mules towed the boats along the canal.   

One thing that has not changed is that children have to do chores around the house to help out their families.  Lots of children who have pets have to keep the pets clean, exercise them, and feed them. 


Nowadays, it is very uncommon for young people to work. Instead, they go to school for 6 hours a day and then have homework afterwards.  In your day, boys and girls who worked on the canal only got a very little bit of school if any. Instead, you had to work hard taking care of animals and driving the mules along the tow path.  

Life is easier in some ways now.  But kids still need to learn responsibility by helping out at home.   







