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Transcript of Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)


An Act to execute certain treaty stipulations relating to Chinese.








Whereas in the opinion of the Government of the United States the coming of Chinese laborers to this country endangers the good order of certain localities within the territory thereof: Therefore,��


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That from and after the expiration of ninety days next after the passage of this act, and until the expiration of ten years next after the passage of this act, the coming of Chinese laborers to the United States be, and the same is hereby, suspended; and during such suspension it shall not be lawful for any Chinese laborer to come, or having so come after the expiration of said ninety days to remain within the United States.


SEC. 2. That the master of any vessel who shall knowingly bring within the United States on such vessel, and land or permit to be landed, any Chinese laborer, from any foreign port or place, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each and every such Chinese laborer so brought, and maybe also imprisoned for a term not exceeding one year.











Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) in Standard English


There were agreements between governments about Chinese laborers coming to work in the United States. This law was supposed to make sure parts of these treaties (agreements) were followed.








The United States government felt that Chinese laborers coming into the United States were causing problems in certain towns and cities.  














The Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States (Congress) made this law:


This law goes into effect 90 days after it is passed.  This law will be in effect for 10 years.  No Chinese laborers can come into the United States.  Any laborer who comes into the United States after the 90 days can not remain in the United States.











SEC. 2. The captain or owner of any ship that brings Chinese laborers into the United States from any foreign country will be breaking the law.  The fine shall be not more than $500 for each laborer.  The captain or owner may also be put in jail for one year.








SEC. 3. That the two foregoing sections shall not apply to Chinese laborers who were in the United States on the seventeenth day of November, eighteen hundred and eighty, or who shall have come into the same before the expiration of ninety days next after the passage of this act, and who shall produce to such master before going on board such vessel, and shall produce to the collector of the port in the United States at which such vessel shall arrive, the evidence hereinafter in this act required of his being one of the laborers in this section mentioned; nor shall the two foregoing sections apply to the case of any master whose vessel, being bound to a port not within the United States, shall come within the jurisdiction of the United States by reason of being in distress or in stress of weather, or touching at any port of the United States on its voyage to any foreign port or place: Provided, That all Chinese laborers brought on such vessel shall depart with the vessel on leaving port.


SEC. 4. That for the purpose of properly identifying Chinese laborers … the collector of customs of the district from which any such Chinese laborer shall depart from the United States shall, in person or by deputy, go on board each vessel having on board any such Chinese laborers and cleared or about to sail from his district for a foreign port, and on such vessel make a list of all such Chinese laborers, which shall be entered in registry-books to be kept for that purpose, in which shall be stated the name, age, occupation, last place of residence, physical marks of peculiarities, and all facts necessary for the identification of each of such Chinese In case any Chinese laborer after having received such certificate shall leave such vessel before her departure he shall deliver his certificate to the master of the vessel, and if such Chinese laborer shall fail to return to such vessel before her departure from port the certificate shall be cancelled. 





SEC. 3 The rules in the first two sections don’t count for Chinese laborers who have been in the United States before this law took effect.  The law was passed on November 17, 1880. It didn’t officially become the law until 90 days later.  It was okay for any Chinese laborer arriving before this 90 days was up to work in the United States. 





The main exception to this is that ships who had Chinese laborers as passengers who were going to other countries could dock in the United States if the boat was in danger or the weather was bad.  This was only okay if all the Chinese laborers who came on the boat left with the boat when it sailed away.  




















SEC. 4. Chinese laborers who were allowed to work in the United States needed to get a certificate that proved they were “legal.” The customs officials were supposed to make sure they had records of all Chinese laborers, along with a detailed description of what they looked like.  If a laborer wanted to leave the United States, they had to leave this certificate with the customs officials. When they came back, they could get their certificate again.  If they didn’t follow the rules, their certificate would be cancelled and they wouldn’t be able to work in the US anymore.   





SEC. 14. That hereafter no State court or court of the United States shall admit Chinese to citizenship; and all laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed.











SEC.15. That the words "Chinese laborers", wherever used in this act shall be construed to mean both skilled and unskilled laborers and Chinese employed in mining.








SEC. 14. From now on, Chinese people can no longer become citizens of the United States.  Any laws that allowed Chinese to get citizenship are no longer laws.




















SEC. 15. The words “Chinese laborers,” in this law, mean skilled and unskilled laborers and Chinese who work in mining. 











