Web-based Resources

Maps of railroads in US with ideas for teaching.  Maps are zoomable so that students when students view them on line they can move in to closely study specific aspects of the document.  http://memory.loc.gov/learn/collections/rr/history.html 
Links for resources on railroads. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/rrhtml/rrrel.html
PBS website on the Transcontinental Railroad has lesson plans, primary and secondary documents. 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/tcrr/index.html 
Lesson series on Irish railroad workers.

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/lessons/irish_americans/b.html 

youtube song with historic pictures

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wO_30N4uJI 

lesson resources and sample student work on railroad songs

http://www.heuvelton.k12.ny.us/teachers/lwalsh/music_and_railroads/music_and_the_railroad.htm 

lessons on Irish Americans work and song with links to a variety of primary sources on building railroads. 

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/lessons/irish_americans/b.html 

Lesson plan on using “Mothers Look Out For Your Children” document: 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/anti-rail/activities.html 

Museum of American History, The Smithsonian Institute.  America on the Move Teachers guide, lessons, and documents. 
http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/learning/classroom.html 

Books for Young People (and Grown ups) 

Stephen Ambrose. 2000. Nothing Like it in the World. (a grown up book).

Cobblestone, May 1980.  The First Transcontinental Railroad, 1869.

Mary Ann Fraser. 1993.  Ten Mile Day and the Building of the Transcontinental 
Railroad. 

Ian Graham. 2001. You Wouldn’t Want to Work on the Railroad: A Track You’d Rather Not Go Down. 
Joy Hakim. 1993. A History of US: Reconstructing America 1865-1890.

Bobbie Kalman. 1999.  Life in the Old West: The Railroad. 

Julius Lester. 1994. John Henry. 

Milton Meltzer. 2004. Hear that Train Whistle Blow! How the Railroad Changed the World. 

Scott Reynolds Nelson. Steel Drivin’ Man: John Henry, The Untold Story of an American Legend. (a grown up book)

Scott Reynolds Nelson and Marc Aronson. 2008. Ain’t Nothing But a Man: My Quest to Find the Real John Henry. 
Yin.  2001. Coolies.
