Finding History in Fiction
Questions to ask to learn about history when reading historical fiction:

· How does the book help me to understand daily life in the past? 

· Could the events described have happened? How do I know?

· Which events really happened? How do I know? 

· Which characters really existed? How do I know? 

Title of Book:______________________________________

	Fact
	Fiction
	Not sure

	
	
	


Question and answer book instructions.
Choose a question that you asked based on our reading of the historical fiction book. Write the question as the chapter heading.  
First Paragraph: answer the question in a complete sentence. Write at least one other sentence with some details about your answer. 

Middle Paragraphs: Using evidence that you found in your research of primary and secondary texts, add detail.  Try to write about 2 of the 3 kinds of historical truth: 

1. Truth about the facts of the event (Sam Fraunces owned a tavern in NYC.)

2. Truth about the time period (patriots who stayed in NYC while it was under British rule often spied for the patriots)

3. Truth about humans: It was not safe to be a spy. Spies had to be courageous and dedicated.  

Final Paragraph: Write a summary statement about the question and answer.  
Sample Question and Answer page: 

Was Sam Fraunces a real person?   


Sam Fraunces was a real person. He owned the Queen’s Head tavern at the corner of Pearl and Broad Streets in New York City before and during the Revolutionary War. It is now a museum and restaurant called Fraunces Tavern.  


Even though he was a real person, there are mysteries about Sam.  At the back of War Comes to Willy Freeman, the authors write that he was a black man who came from the Indies.  In Phoebe the Spy, he is also portrayed as black.  Not everyone agrees that he was black. The US census in 1790 lists him as white. He was also a member of a special club, the Freemasons, that did not admit black people. He was also a registered voter and a member of Trinity Church. None of these things were possible for black people. But other people have found evidence that he was partly black. What is the truth? We don’t know for sure. 


What is true is that he was a good friend of George Washington’s and became the steward, or person in charge of the house, after the war.  Sam Fraunces was a patriot even when New York City was under the control of the British. It wasn’t such a safe thing to be!  He had to serve the King’s troops. But he also managed to do help patriots being held prisoner by the British. At the end of the war, George Washington made sure that Sam Fraunces was paid back for the food he fed the prisoners. 


Sam Fraunces had an important role in our nation’s history. Even though he wasn’t famous and we don’t know a whole lot about him, he is an example of how regular people can make a difference. 

