Criteria for Teaching Historical Significance

(From Making Sense of History, Zarnowski, p. 92

When people consider whether something is historically significance, they think about the following ideas: 

	Contemporary Significance


	How important was it to people at that time? 

	Impact on people


	How deeply were people affected? 

	Quantity
	How many people were affected?



	Durability
	How long lasting were the effects?



	Relevance
	How does it help us to understand current issues and events? 


What do you think? As your read, think about what are the four most important events. Write each on a post-it.  Then, rank the events from most important to least important and place on the pyramid (Most important goes at the top).  Next to each section, write a sentence explaining why you chose this fact as most or least important. 

 



                                         Fact Pyramid



             Because Box



As a group, study your set of primary and secondary documents.  As you read, consider our criteria for significance. 

Significance of Railroads for _____________________.

	Contemporary 

Significance


	How important was it to people at that time? 


	Impact on people


	How deeply were people affected? 


	Quantity
	How many people were affected?


	Durability
	How long lasting were the effects?


	Relevance
	How does it help us to understand current issues and events? 



